Our curricular goals 2024/25
‘To inspire a community of life-long learners’ — the beginning

1. Settle in and become a confident learner

First milestone: children make a strong
relationship with the Little Acorn staff.
Increasingly, they separate confidently
from their parent at the start of the
session and become involved in their
play. They use the familiar staff as a
‘secure base’ throughout the session,
‘touching base’ as/when needed.

Second milestone: children take part in
pretend play, communicating and
negotiating with their friends.

Third milestone: children persevere
with difficulties. They make comments
about their learning and play to both
familiar and some unfamiliar adults.

Final milestone: children reflect on their learning, through on going photographic
displays and learning behaviours. They comment on their ‘thinking’ and the ways
they involve themselves in their learning. They reflect on what helps them to
persevere through difficulties and what helps them when they find things hard.




2. Follow a recipe to bake a bread roll

First milestone: with adult support,
children mix different ingredients,
including: sand and water, and flour and
water to make simple playdough. They
use the following tools: wooden spoons,
sieves, scoops, rolling pins, cookie
cutters and knives. They follow simple
recipes in areas such as the mud
kitchen.

Second milestone: in a small group,
children follow the steps in making a flat
bread with an adult. The adult draws
children’s attention to the recipe card.
With adult help, children use measures
(teaspoon, tablespoon, cup etc) and tip
in the ingredients. With adult help, they
knead the flour until it becomes soft.
With adult help, they roll the dough into
small balls and flatten. They help to
cook these and reflect on the process.

Third milestone: In small group
cooking activities, children follow the
steps in making a bread roll with an
adult. They independently fill measures
carefully to the top (teaspoon,
tablespoon, cup etc). They recognise
the numerals in the recipe card. When
they count out quantities (e.g. 3
teaspoons of salt) they say the numbers
in the correct order (1-2-3) and the
know that the last number they say (3)
is the total number of spoonfuls they
have added.

Final milestone: children follow the steps of a recipe independently. They
measure ingredients, mix them and create their own bread roll by placing the
mixture onto a greaseproof tray ready to be baked.




3. Investiate the world around us by using question

vocabular
First milestone: Children will show brief
interest in changes/subjects of interest
when these are pointed out to them by
an adult

Second milestone: children will notice
changes and comment on them
factually as opposed to asking any

guestions

Third milestone: children ask simple
guestions about changes/subjects of
interests when prompted and modelled
by an adult or when the subject is
obvious

Final milestone: children confidently ask questions using ‘what’ ‘where’ ‘why’ ‘how’
‘when’ appropriately and consistently about the world and their immediate
environment. They may also ask about things not in direct view




4. MoVe confidently on a balance bike

First milestone: children sit on a trike
with good balance and scoot along.

Second milestone: children pedal and
steer their trike.

Third milestone: children sit on a
Balance Bike with good balance, with
both feet on the ground.

Final milestone: children ride a Balance Bike, balancing with both feet off the
ground, and maintaining control by steering and being able to slow down or speed
up. They can ride a Balance Bike safely along the pavement.




5. Perform own dance to a piece of music

First milestone: Children respond by
moving their whole bodies to sounds
they enjoy, such as music or a regular
beat.

As children join in with repeated
experiences they grow in confidence
and begin to join in with repeated
words or actions e.g. “I've got a
body, a very busy body...’

Second milestone: children enjoy
joining in with dancing and ring games.
They can follow simple instructions such
as “Clap your hands” or “Let’s turn
around.”

Third milestone: children explore a
wide range of music from different
cultural backgrounds and can describe
the sudden changes they hear e.g.
Loud, fast, slow etc.

They explore different ways of moving
their bodies and can follow an adult’s
lead.

Final milestone: children choose a piece of music individually or in a small group.
They create their own dance routine, moving in time to the pulse of the music
being listened to and physically responding to changes in the music, e.g. jump in
response to loud/sudden changes in the music.




6. Control fine motor equipment to complete a running-

stitch
First milestone: children use upper
body strength to hang on A frame or
ropes etc.

Children weave ribbons in and out of a
large frame outdoors on a large scale
with adult support. As they grow in
confidence, they begin to do this
independently on a smaller scale.

Second milestone: children will begin
their interest in sewing by looking at
examples and designs. Adults will
model the process and they will
observe.

Children will select their colour of
thread and continue practising
threading the floss through the eye of
the needle.

Third milestone: children will thread
the needle through the aida/binka cloth
using the desired coloured thread.

Children will think about the size of the
aida/binka cloth that they need as part
of the design and can cut it out
themselves. Children are thinking about
how their design will fit into a space.

Final milestone: children think about the pattern or design they want to create.
They cut out the binka or aida cloth they need, choose the colour thread they want,
and thread the needles. They use running-stitch to create their pattern or design.




7. Listen to and retell familiar stories confidently,
adding in additional details and new vocabulary

First milestone: children take part in
pretend play, making up or developing a
story.

Second milestone: children take part
in interactive reading. They respond to
the features of the story. Children
engage in number rhymes with props
and join in with the actions.

Third milestone: children take part in
telling a story with adult help is
necessary.

They begin to become familiar of the
way stories are structured including
storytelling language such as next,
then, after that, finally.

Final milestone: children use learnt skills to develop the character,setting,
problem and solution for their story. They tell their story to one or more people
follwong the narrative in sequence.




8.  WIite their first name using correct pencil grip

First milestone: children can use the
muscles in their hands and arms to
make big movements and bring
together hand and eye movements to fix
on and make contact with objects.

Children will increasingly become
confident in engaging in activities
such as: throwing and catching balls,
pushing the wagon, exploring a
musical instruments, playdough and
paint.

Second milestone: Children can make
random marks with their fingers and
some tools. Children will engage in a
variety of ways to make marks e.g.
making marks in dough/clay/sand,
holding a paint brush to make marks or
using chalk on the ground in the garden
etc.

Third milestone: as children’s mark
making develops they make more small
controlled movements and can draw
lines and circles. They can distinguish
between these marks e.g. ‘line, circle,
zig zag’ etc. They begin to use
anticlockwise movements and retrace
vertical lines. Children are familiar with
language of directionality such as ‘up,
down, round and round.’

Children can find their name card and
are look at it when attempting to write
their name.

Final milestone: children hold their pen or pencil with a comfortable grip,
using the ‘put the pencil to bed’ technique. They write the letters of their name
clearly and with correct directionality.







